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OBJECT: To aid in the establishment and develop- 
ment of free and other public libraries in the State of 


Towa. ERA 
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son BRIGHAM, Chairman, Des Moines. 
— E. MacLean, Iowa City. 
Joun F. Ricas, Des Moines, ‘ 
Mrs. Horace M. Towner, Corning. 
Mrs. Davip W. Norris, Grinnell. 
Mas. Henry J. Howe, Marshalltown. 
Carr. W. H. Jonnston, Fort Dodge. 


Auice 8. TYLER, Secretary, Des Moines. 


This QUARTERLY is mailed free to all public libra- 
ries, and to trustees of free public libraries in the 


State of Iowa. 
A Teacher’s Use of the 
Public Library 
’ BY MISS MARY E. BERRY, TEACHER OF ENG- 
LISH, CLARINDA HIGH SCHOOL, AND 
TRUSTEE, PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
CLARINDA, IOWA. 

It is the mission of the English teacher 
4to extend the library movement. No 
one can do it as well as she, for her 
tools are the books she uses, and her 
workshop is the good library. 

The subject of English as taught today 
by the wide awake, up-to-date teacher, 
is not the study of the text-book alone. 
There was a time when a_ prescribed 
number of pages were covered each 
month and one book was all in all. But 
that day is past. The text-book is the 
hand book or guide, and the library is 
the source to which the student must go 


went to the thing itself for its history. 
If the subject for study was fishes, he 
would give each member of the class a 
fish and say ‘‘Now study the fish; it 
ean tell more of its life story than can 
any book written by man.’’ In like 
manner the principles of good English 
ean best be learned from the study of 
the masterpieces themselves. 

The English teacher will have courses 
in composition, rhetoric and literature. 
The uninteresting subject of composi- 
tion may become interesting if attractive 
models for studv are given to the stu- 
dent. The two questions, ‘‘How do 
others write?’’ ‘‘How shall I write?’’ 
can thus be answered. The originality of 
the student is not suppressed but rather 
a greater desire to do comes to him after 
reading with interest works that show 
what others have been able to do after 
earnest effort. To tell a boy or girl 
what constitutes a goed story. what five 
points are necessary to make it a classic, 
leaves but little impression upon his or 
her mind. But to cite them to a model 
worth imitating or to several models 
worth criticising, not only leads them to 
read and enjoy the best in literature but 
develops a knowledge.in narrative writ- 
ing. 

Perhaps there is no subject so diffi- 
cult to teach as exposition. Essay writ- 
ing can not be taught without good 
models. The best magazines, ‘‘ Atlantic 
Monthly,’’ North American Review,’’ 


i Sed Solis 


**Outlook’’ and others of this sort with 
their live subjects written in good style, 
furnish ample material for study. No 


if he is to study English. We all re- 
member how the great Agassiz used to 
teach. He threw aside all text-books and 
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English teacher can afford to miss using 
daily the splendid magazines found on 
the reading tables in our publie and col- 


lege libraries. If they are not used in 
the study of exposition something is vit- 
ally wrong with the method of instruc- 
tion. .The relation of title to theme, the 
use of the topic sentence in paragraph 
work, the method of paragraph develop- 
ment used by the author to make clear 
his thought, the working out of the 
thought itself, are only a few of the 
points the student should be looking for 
as he reads from the magazines. 

No doubt there are many books of 
essays found on the shelves of our pub- 
lie libraries that are seldom taken down. 
The Book committee put them there be- 
cause they were interesting, helpful and 
instructive. They create in the mind 
and heart of the reader an impetus for 
right thought and living. The English 
teacher should use all such ° books. 
Studied for purpose, studied for thought, 
studied as models for good English, they 
will not only teach the mechanical form 
for writing, but will lead the student’s 
mind into nobler, higher thinking, and 
that after all is the secret of true cul- 
ture. There is no book on a library 
shelf, that is well written, that can not 


be used by the English teacher with 
profit. 

In the study of prosody, a library of 
poetry is needed. Onty through the 
study of scores of nature, reflective and 
religious lyries can an idea of a pure 
lyrie be understood. Literature today 
means a study of classics. 

Facts on the life of a writer are easily 
forgotten but a good book ‘‘the precious 
life-blood of a master spirit”’ is truly 
‘“‘embalmed and treasured up on pur- 
pose for a life beyond life.”’ 

The study of English today is as truly 
research work in a library, as the 


study of science is investigation and ex- 
periment in a laboratory. 
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The reports given below of the Spring 
meetings in the six Districts of the Ioyy 
Library Association show the value of 
these informal conferences for the dig 
cussion of topies relating to the 
activities of the library. The annygl’ 
meeting of the Association in the 
gives opportunity for addresses and dis 
cussions regarding the larger aspeets of 
library work and the meeting next Qe. 
tober in Davenport promises to be one 
of great interest. It is probable that 
the Illinois Library Association will meg 
at the same time at Rock Island, in which 
event there will doubtless be several 
joint sessions arranged. 


Northwest District—I. L. A, 
Mrs. F. F. Favitie, CHarrMan. 


The meeting of the Northwest Distrie 
was held at Clarion, Wednesday, May 
25th, the Chairman presiding. While 
the number of librarians and _ trustees 
of the district in attendance was not 
as large as had been anticipated, those 
present found the meeting most profit 
able. 

The morning session opened with an 
address of weleome by Mrs. B. P. Bird 
sall, Trustee of the Clarion library, Miss 
Grace Yerington, librarian Storm Lake, 
responding. Following this the meeting 
took the form of a round-table and the 
discussions were freely participated in 
by all present. 

The first topic to be discussed was 
‘How to select books.’ It was the eon 
census of opinion that the selection of 
books for the small library is a very 
serious problem. The small amount of 
money which can be set aside each year 
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for the book fund makes it imperative 
that the fund be spent to the very best 
advantage and no mistakes made in selec- 


rs. Eldridge, librarian of the Clarion 
library. said that much assistance had 
been given her through the co-operation 
of the Superintendent of Schools and 
teachers, who had arranged courses of 
reading in many of the grades and high 
schools. : , 

Township extension proved an inter- 
esting topic of discussion; the report, 
given by Mrs. Mann, on the work being 
done: at Onawa in establishing a branch 
library at Castana, under the provisions 
of this law, was heard with interest. 

“Children in the library,’’ and the 
selection of books to raise their literary 
standards, to give them what has been 
ealled the ‘‘elixir of good, wholesome 
literature’ was fully discussed. 

Work with and by study clubs was 
presented by Mrs. A. W. Mann, trustee 
Onawa library, in a paper given in this 
issue of the Quarterly. ‘‘The librarian’s 
reading,’’ was discussed by Mrs. Ober- 
holtzer. librarian Sioux City, in a most 


. entertaining manner. 


Miss Tyler, Secretary of the Library 
Commission, was present and took part 
in the discussions. 

At the close of the afternoon session, 
the visitors were given an automobile 
ride which was greatly appreciated. 

There was a large attendance of the 
Clarion club women at the meetings. 


Northeast District—I. L. A. 


Mrs. FLorENcE G. ANDERS, CHAIRMAN. 

The fourth annual meeting of the 
Northeast District was held at Water- 
loo, April 27th. 

The first session was opened at 2:00 
P. M., in the East, Side Library building, 
the Chairman presiding. 

Miss Arnold of Dubuque, discussed, 
“How to Select Books.’’ Mrs. Whit- 
mire, of Waverly, had the topic ‘‘Ref- 
erence Books Most Used.’’ Miss Duren 


of Waterloo spoke of ‘‘Work With the 


Sehools’’ and Miss Greef, of Eldora, 
diseussed ‘‘ Library Column in the News- 


papers.”’ ‘‘Best Recent Books’’ was the 
subject of the talk by Mrs. Chapin of 
Mason City. There were no formal 
papers, but the discussions were practi- 
cal and suggestive. 

From four to six the visitors were 
given an auto ride about the city, under 
the direction of Mr. H. M. Reed and 
Mr. Austin Burt, members of the Board 
of Trustees. 


The evening session was held in the 
West side library and was well attended. 
Mr. Irving B. Richman of Muscatine, 
president of the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion, presided and gave an informal ad- 
dress on local historv with special refer- 
ence to Iowa history. He spoke of the 
men whose names were associated with 
the early history of Iowa, who had 
helped to make the state what it is today. 
He also alluded to Blackhawk and other 
historic Indians of the early days. 

The members of the Waterloo Jibrary 
board discussed the following topies: 

Mr. H. M. Reed spoke of business 
methods and bookkeeping,—‘‘ Expense 
Budget Based on Library Commission 
Blanks.’’ Mr. Sias diseussed ‘‘Town- 
ship Extension of Library Privileges.’’ 
Dr. Clark spoke on ‘‘Should Non-At- 
tendance of Trustees at Regular Meet- 
ings Create a Vacancy on the Library 
Board?’’ Mr. J. E. Bragdon and Mr. 
J. W. Arbuckle each contributed to the 
diseussion of ‘‘How Can the Lecture 
Room be Made Most Useful ?’’ 

At the close of the program a vote of 
thanks was extended to the staff and 
trustees of the Waterloo library for the 
many courtesies shown. 

The list of visitors included Mrs. Flor- 
ence G. Anders, Iowa Falls; Miss Ara- 
bella Woods, Miss Alma M. LeRoy, Miss 
Idell Miles, Manchester; Miss Eva Fitch, 
Charles City; Miss Mayme Fisher, Belle 
Plaine; Miss Elva Greef, Eldora: Miss 
Nellie Hodgson, Mrs. Gertrude Fever- 
bend and Miss Margaret Lynch, New 
Hampton; Misses Mattie Fargo, Mabel 
Mastin. Eunice Overman. Cedar Falls; 
Miss Minnie Markham, Independence; 
Mrs. Mary Whitmire, Mrs. C. A. Eifert, 
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Mrs.C. H. Hine, Waverly; Miss Marian 
Hodgdon, Greene; Miss Lillian B. Ar- 
nold, Dubuque; Mrs. Louise Ravlin, La- 
porte; Mrs. Anna H. Chapin, Mason 
City. 

Middle West District—I. L. A. 


Mrs. M. H. Banes, CHAIRMAN. 

The district meeting of the Middle 
West District of the Iowa Library As- 
sociation was called to order by the chair- 
man at 10:30 A. M., May 12, in the 
auditorium of the Publie Library at 
Ames, with thirty librarians, assistant 
librarians and trustees in attendance. 

The following libraries were repre- 
sented: Iowa Traveling Library, State 
(Reference) Library. Free Publie Li- 
brary and Drake University Library, 
Des Moines; Iowa State College Library 
and Free Public Library, Ames; the 
Wm. Paton Library, Paton; Ericson 
Library, Boone; Free Publie Library, 
Jefferson ; Free Public Library, Nevada: 
Free Publie Library, Carroll. 

The libraries at Ames, Nevada, Paton 
and Boone were represented by trustees 
as well as librarians. 

The following topics seemed to be of 
paramount interest to every librarian 
and were fully discussed. ‘‘How to se- 
lect Books,’’ led by Miss MeLoney; 
‘Reference Books Most Used,’’ led by 
Mrs. Head; ‘‘Inexpensive Reference Ma- 
terial’’; ‘‘Work With School’’; ‘‘Li- 
brarian’s Reading’’; and ‘‘Township 
Extension of Library Privileges.’’ led 
by Miss Moffatt. 

Diseussion of the last topie was par- 
ticipated in by Mr. Payne of Nevada, 


Mr. Brainard of Boone, Mrs. Stanton’ 


of Ames, and others. From the reports 
given of experience in making an at- 
tempt to bring about the movement it 
was found necessary that the people be 
edueated to the advantages to be derived 
from it before much is accomplished. 

A noon luncheon was served by the 
courtesy of the trustees and staff of the 
Ames Publie Library. 

At 2:00 the meeting was again called 
to order, and the time until 4:30 was 
spent in further diseussion of topies im- 








"84 





portant in the administration of library 
matters. A vote of thanks was ten 

to the trustees and staff of the 
Publie Library for their hospitality. 

After adjournment the visitors were 
taken in automobiles to the campus of 
the State College and shown t 
the principal buildings and the beautify 
grounds, visiting the College Library 
and departmental libraries. 

Middle East District—I. L.A. 
Mrs. CHARLOTTE BRYANT, CHAIRMAy. 

The annual meeting of the Middle 
East District of the Iowa Library Ag 
sociation was held in the public lib 
at Newton, Iowa, May 10, 1910. fourteen 
trustees and librarians in attendance 
The meeting consisted of two sessions de. 
voted to informal talks on subjects of 
general interest to library workers, Migs 
Anna Kimberly of Marshalltown, chair. 
man, pro tem, presiding. 

The morning session opened with a 
few well chosen words of greeting by 
Mrs. O. C. Meredith, Secretary of the 
Newton Board of Trustees. after which 
the following subjects were discussed. 

‘‘Inexpensive Reference Material,” 
‘‘How to Select Books,’’ Library Col- 
umn in Local Newspapers.’’ ‘‘ How Lee. 
ture Room Can be Made Most Useful,” 
‘*Children in the Library,’’ ‘‘ Librarian’s 
Reading.’’ ‘“Work with the Schools from 
the Teacher’s and Librarian's Point of 
View.’’ ‘‘Library Business Methods and 
Bookkeeping,.’’ ‘‘ Township Extension of 
Library Privileges.”’ 

Miss Wiley of Grinnell presented 
many new ideas regarding the import 
ance of maintaining a ‘‘ Library Colum 
in the Loeal Newspaper.’’ A _ pleasing 
talk on ‘‘Librarian’s Reading,”’’ by Miss 
Penrose of Grinnell college library, was 
instructive as’ well as_ entertaining. 
‘“Work With the Sehools From the 
Teacher’s Point of View.’’ was presented 
by Miss Lucey Hall of the Newton High 
School. who spoke with the enthusiasm 
of her convictions. Response was made 
by Miss MeRaith of Towa City. whose 
practical talk on ‘‘Work With the 
Schools From a Librarian’s Point of 
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View’ led to much profitable discussion. 
presence of Miss Alice Tyler, Secre- 
of the Iowa Library Commission, 

added greatly to the pleasure and suc- 

cess of the meeting. 

Southwest District—I. L. A. 


Miss SARAH PALMER, CHAIRMAN. 

The meeting of the Southwest Dis- 
trict was held at Chariton, May 31st. 
Ten of the thirteen public libraries in 
the district were represented. 

As Chariton is located at the extreme 
eastern part of the district, an invitation 
was extended to the librarians and trus- 
tees for arrival Monday night, and the 
yisitors were hospitably entertained at 
the home of the library trustees. 

It had been decided, inasmuch as the 
meeting was primarily for the benefit 
of librarians and trustees, to depart from 
the usual plan of* inviting the general 
public to attend, and the restraint of the 
formal meeting was lost in a sense of 
the opportunity to talk over library 
problems ‘‘just among ourselves.”’ 

The morning session was held in the 


‘children’s room, at which the Chairman 


presided. 

Mrs. Daily, of Council Bluffs, gave 
an interesting talk on ‘‘Reference Ma- 
terial for the Small Library.’’ Miss Jay 
of Shenandoah, talked upon work with 
the schools, and Miss Adams, of Atlantic 
gave a very helpful and suggestive paper 
on ‘The Child and the Library.’’ All 
present took part in the interesting and 
lively discussion which followed the pres- 
entation of these topics. 

The board of trustees entertained the 
visitors at the hotel for dinner. 

At 1:30 the librarians gathered in 
the lecture room of the library and dis- 
eussed the questions of township exten- 
sion; what magazines to purchase, and 
what to bind. 

The afternoon session closed with a 
story told by Miss Lyman, after which 
tea was served to the visitors who left 
on the afternoon train. An automobile 


ride had been planned, but the threat- 
ened rain prevented. 
The following librarians were present: 
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Miss Frances J. Barker, Villisca; Miss 
Sarah Martin, Leon; Miss Berdena Jay, 
Shenandoah; Miss Sarah Palmer, Red 
Oak; Mrs. Clara B. Willis, Clarinda; 
Mrs. Mary E. Daily, Council Bluffs; 
Mrs. E. H. Wilson, Osceola; and Miss 
Mary Adams, Atlantic. 

Also Miss Tyler, Miss Margaret W. 
Brown, Miss Edna Lyman, Advisory 
Children’s Librarian, of the Library 
Commission, and Mrs. H. M. Towner, 
Corning, Library Commissioner. 

Southeast District—I. L. A. 
Miss Eva G. Denny, CHAIRMAN. 

The meeting of the Southeast district 
was held at Oskaloosa, in the auditorium 
of the public library, May 4th. 

The morning session was called to 
order by the chairman, the following 
librarians and trustees being present, in 
addition to those living in Oskaloosa: 
Mrs. Duncan, Albia; Miss Van Zante 
and Miss De Geus, Pella; Miss Ditch, 
Ottumwa; Miss Tyler, Des Moines; Miss 
Denny, Washington; Mrs. Beard, Pella; 
Mrs. Webber and Mrs. Guy, Eddyville; 
Mrs. Elder, Washington; Mrs. Gardner, 
Wellman. 

As applicable to a successful meeting 
Dr. Blackie’s ‘‘Four Steps to Happi- 
ness’’ were suggested. ‘‘Accept your 
limitations. Sieze your opportunities. 
Enjoy the good of the hour. Improve 
the bad, or, if you can’t, forget it.’’ 
The opportunities to talk were im- 
proved, the limitations realized and the 
enjoyment was general. 

The principal topics considered were 
‘*Librarian’s Reading,’’ introduced by 
Miss Van Zante; ‘‘Work with Schools,’’ 
introduced by Miss Ditch ; and ‘‘ How to 
Select Books.’’ All were freely discussed 
and many good suggestions growing out 
of experiences were given. 

At 12:30 the visitors were entertained 
by the Oskaloosa trustees at luncheon at 
the Lacey Hotel followed by a very en- 
joyable auto ride over the city. 

At the afternoon session, the topic, 
**Township Extension’’ occupied most 
of the time and Miss Tyler outlined what 
had already been accomplished through- 
out the state in this work. . 
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Burlington.— Miss Daisy I. Sabin, the 
librarian of the public library has leave 
of absence for three months this sum- 
mer, for travel in Europe. 

The Board of Library Trustees has 
been reduced to three under the com- 
mission plan of city government, and 
consists of Mrs. Arpin Antrobus, of 
the old board, who is especially inter- 
ested in the children’s work; Dr. N. 
MeKitterick, and Rev. Mr. Neumann. 

Castana.—Co-operation between the 
people of Castana, neighboring town- 
ships, and Judge Addison Oliver, of 
Onawa library board, has resulted in 
a public library being opened in Cas- 
tana, on June 10th. Mr. J. O. Ordway 
of Castana contributed the rent of the 
building to be used for the library, on 
consideration that the money raised 
for rent, $120, be used for purchase of 
books for a permanent collection, and 
the plan is to expend this amount in 
reference books. The school collection 
of about 200 books has also been turned 
over to the library with about 100 books 
donated by citizens. 

Judge Oliver has provided funds 
whereby the Onawa public library sends 
installments of books to the Castana 
library, and they are exchanged every 
three months. 

Cedar Falls—The serious and pro- 
tracted illness of Miss Ellen D. Biscoe, 
librarian of the State Teachers’ Col- 
lege, has given her many friends great 
concern. After she recovered suffi- 
ciently for the trip, she went to St. 
Paul where her father resides, where 
she suffered a relapse, and has been 
in a St. Paul hospital. News of a more 
hopeful nature has again been received. 

During Miss Biscoe’s absence, Miss 
Ethel Arey, of the library staff, is serv- 
ing as acting librarian. Miss Mattie 
Fargo, head cataloger, is spending the 
summer in Europe. 

The new library building is nearing 
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completion, and Miss Biscoe has given 
much careful thought to the furnighing 
and equipment with the purpoge 
making it one of the most convenient 
and attractive college libraries in the 
Middle West. 

Cedar Rapids.—The annual art oe 
hibition was given in the art room of 
the public library in April and g 
tracted a good attendance. Paintj 
by American artists were on exhibition 
from the Chicago studios of Louis 
Eleanor R. Coburn, F’. C. Peyraud, Anng 
L. Stacey, John F. Stacy and Ralph 
Clarkson. This exhibition is given egg) 
year by the Public library Art assogig. 
tion, and eAch year a picture is 
chased for the permanent collection jy 
the art room. 

After two years under the commis 
sion plan of city government, with three 
library trustees, the city council has 
upon the recommendation of the city 
attorney, appointed nine library tro 
tees as formerly, as he maintains that 
the old library law was not repealed 
by the provisions of the commissioy 
law. Several of the former lib 
trustees were restored to the board, 
viz.: Mrs. C. C. Loomis, Miss Emma 
Fordyce, Mr. L. W. Anderson, and Mr, 
B: L. Wick. The new members are 
Mrs. Mary Z. Andre, Miss Elizabeth 
Coek, Mr. Frank Filip, Mr. Clifforg 
Doan, and Mr. Sanford Kerr. 

Miss Joanna Hagey has been elected 
librarian of the Cedar Rapids publie 
library, and will take up her new duties 
September Ist. Miss Hagey has hada 
successful six years experience as head 
of the Lincoln (Neb.) Public Library, 
which position she resigns to accept the 
one in Cedar Rapids. She received her 
library training at the University of 
Illinois, and she brings to the work, 
ability, training and experience that 
will undoubtedly advance the already 
high standards of the Cedar Rapids li- 
brary. Miss Hagey is spending the 
summer in travel abroad. 

Charles City.—The resignation of 
Miss Eva L. Fitch as librarian at 
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es City took effect.in June, and 
Belle Caldwell was selected to 
her. Miss Caldwell was form- 
librarian at Charles City before 
completing her library course at TIlli- 


nChariton. Miss Estella Cook, librar- 
jan of the Chariton public library was 
married March 30th to Mr. Carl Scott 
of Rawlins, Wyoming, where they will 
reside. Miss Katharine Terrill formerly 
of the Ames public library has sue- 
eeeded her as librarian; she attended 
the summer library school, 1907. 

During June, Miss Lange, Organizing 
Assistant for the Library Commission, 
began a card catalog for the Chariton 
public library, being assisted’ by the 
librarian, Miss Terrill. 

Davenport.—Miss Katherine Tappert 
and Miss Harriette Sessions, formerly 
of the Davenport public library, have 
completed their course at the Pratt In- 
stitute Library School. Both have aec- 
cepted positions, Miss Tappert as li- 
brarian at New. Rochelle, New York, 
and Miss Sessions as assistant librar- 
ian at the State College library, Ames, 
Towa. 

Miss Julia A. Baker, head of the eir- 
eulation department, has resigned to go 
to the John Crerar library, Chicago, 
and Miss Lydia Barrette, a former mem- 
ber of the staff returns from Jackson- 
ville, Ill., to take Miss Baker’s place. 

Des Moines.—The annual meeting of 
the Des Moines Library Club was held 
at the Y. W. C. A., June 7th. A dinner 
was given with speeches or toasts which 
took the form of an original story, each 
speaker contributing a chapter, the 
characters and events of which were en- 
tirely unknown to the other speakers. 
This provided a unique program, and 
each speaker was happily introduced 
by the president, Mr. Brigham, who 
acted as toastmaster. The speakers 
were: Miss Winterrowd. Miss Sperry, 
Miss MeLoney, Miss Griffiths, and Miss 
Townsend. 

The election of officers for the en- 
suing year resulted as follows: Presi- 


dent, Miss Ella M. McLoney; Vice Pres- 
ident, Miss Helen Lee; Secretary, Miss 
Eliza E. Townsend; Treasurer, A. J. 
Small. Chairman Program Committee, 
Miss Alice Steele; Chairman Social 
Committee, .Miss Bertha Wilson. 

Des Moines— Drake University. — 
Miss Blanche Galloway has resigned her 
position as librarian of Drake Univer- 
sity and has accepted a position in the 
Queensborough Public Library system 
of ‘New York City. She will have 
charge of one of the branch libraries. 

Miss Hayes has resigned her position 
as cataloger at Drake University Li- 
brary and expects to spend next year 
in study and rest. 

Des Moines—Library Commission.— 
Miss Ida L. Lange has been appointed 
to the position of Organizer for the 
Library Commission, and began her 
work June Ist. Miss Lange is a gradu- 
ate of the Illinois Library School, and 
resigned her position on the staff of the 
library of the University of [Illinois to 
accept the Iowa position. 

Dubuque.—The annual library day 
was observed on Saturday, May 28th, 
by the Edueational Division of the Du- 
buque Women’s Club. Mr. Johnson 
Brigham. State Librarian, spoke on 
‘*Books and their relation to life.’’ An 
interesting exhibit was made of the 
gifts presented to the library during 
the year. A story hour was held for 
the children, with the usual attendance. 

Eldora.—Miss Elva Greef, who has 
been librarian of the Eldora Public 
Library for the past three years, has 
resigned her position to accept the li- 
brarianship of the Fremont (Neb.) Pub- 
lie Library. Fremont is a larger city 
than Eldora, and therefore offered an 
attractive field for work to Miss Greef. 

Grinnell.—Miss Stella L. Wiley has 
been elected librarian of the Stewart 
Publie Library of Grinnell. Miss Wiley 
came to Grinnell from the Onawa public 
library where she has been librarian. 

During the summer the library stack 


. room is to be enlarged and the building 


will be closed during the work of repair. 





Grundy Center.—On June 14th, the 
people of Grundy Center voted on the 
question, ‘‘Shall a free public library 
be established?’’ and the result was 
most favorable for the library ; the vote 
being 388 for and 113 against, a major- 
ity of 275. This was preliminary to ac- 
cepting the offer from Mr. Carnegie of 
$6,000.00 for a library building and the 
offer will doubtless be accepted. 

Mrs. W. CG Sargent and others have 
maintained a Library Association for 
several vears, and were active in the 
eampaign for the library tax. Miss Ty- 
ler, Secretary of the Library Commis- 
sion, spoke at a library mass meeting 
June 10th, just before the election. The 
Library Association will turn over to 
the city a collection of almost 1,200 vol- 
umes. 


Iowa City—Mr. George Hummer, 


president of the Board of Library Trus- 
tees, has presented to the Publie Li- 
brary a set of the Catholic Encyclope- 
dia, bound in three-quarter morocco. 
The set will be complete in fifteen vol- 
umes, seven having been issued. 


Iowa City — University Library. — 


Miss Harriet E. Howe, for the past five 
years the efficient head cataloger of the 
University Library, has resigned her 
position to take a similar one in the 
Minneapolis Publie Library. Miss Howe 
has rendered efficient service as in- 
structor in cataloging in the Iowa Sum- 
mer Library School during this period, 
and has been gradually bringing up the 
records of the University Library. Her 
many friends in the Iowa library cirele 
will regret her departure. 

Mrs. Bertha G. Ridgway, for many 
years librarian of the University Li- 
brary and later connected with the li- 
brary of Purdue University, Indiana, 
died at the University Hospital in Iowa 
City April 21st, after a long illness. 

Iowa Falls.—The City Federation of 
Women’s Clubs has for several years 
given practical support to the Public 
Library by gifts of money for the pur- 
chase of books. An entertainment re- 
cently given resulted in a fund of $105 


for this purpose. 

Jefferson.—The Friday Club ; 
presented to the Public Library q 
number of geographical, historica] gna 
other pictures, for the use of students. 
and for circulation to the schools, The 
collection includes many Key > 
views of the industries of America; alg, 
a large collection of pictures of authoy 
and their homes. These are mounted oy 
cardboard and are attractive in appear 
ance. 

Lake City.—The new library b 
erected through the generosity of Mp 
Carnegie, was completed and oceupied 
by the library April 23d. A Library 
Association of earnest women has 
a subscription library open to the pep 
ple of Lake City for years and now tum 
over to the city a good collection of 
about 1,300 volumes. The building eogt 
about $7,000 and is located near the 
public square. No dedicatory exerciges 
were observed. Miss Blanche I. Hagk. 
ett is librarian. 

Leon.—The Woman’s Club has been 
greatly interested in providing pictures 
for the Public Library and has pur 
chased an excellent copy, handso 
framed, of Watts’ Sir Galahad for the 


‘children’s room, and also other good 


- 
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pictures for the general reading room, 
Miss Sarah Martin -has been elected 
to fill the position of librarian, owing to 
the resignation of Mrs. Edmondine Jack. 
son, who has for some time served most 
acceptably as librarian. 
Marshalltown.—The librarian, Miss 
Anna M. Kimberly, has been given three 
months’ leave of absence for a trip to 
Europe this summer. During the sum 
mer considerable alteration and repairs 
will be made to the library building. 
Miss Edna Sears is in charge of the l- 
brary during Miss Kimberly’s absence, 
In order to reach the boys of the eity 
who had never made use of the library, 
the Library, in conjunction with the 
Boys’ Secretary of the Y. M. C. A, 
planned a series of stereopticon lectures 
for each Saturday night during the past 
winter. They were for boys from 12 to 
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rs of age, although others were 
Bat away if they came. Usually 
two sets of pictures were given, one a 
Bible story, and the other something 
ieularly interesting to boy life—as 
‘“Tpdians,’’ or “‘Life on a_ western 
ranch.”’ Occasionally an illustrated 
song was given. The children’s depart- 
ment was thrown open for that night, 
and the books having connection with 
the pictures were placed together. Boys 


‘from the Y. M. C. A. and different min- 
‘isters of the town, gave the accompany- 


ing talks and managed the stereoscope. 
The first night about seventy were pres- 
ent, the last night the room was full— 
about 200—and they asked for more. 
The boys from the Y. M. C. A.—Boy’s 
pranch—printed post cards every week, 
giving the names of the stories to be 
shown, and an invitation to come. The 
Superintendent of the Schools had the 
teachers of the different grades give 
these out every week, and on Saturday 
night some of the older boys distributed 
them on the streets to those who had 
not had an opportunity of seeing them. 
The newspapers were very. good about 
giving notices, and every effort was 
made to reach the non-users of the li- 


brary. 


Onawa.— Miss Ellen I. True, a gradu- 


ate of the Wisconsin Library School, 
has been elected librarian of the Onawa 
Public Library to succeed Miss Wiley. 

Library extension is being developed 
in a most practical manner by the Ona- 
wa Public Library, under the provisions 
of the Township extension law. Judge 
Addison Oliver offered to contribute 
$500.00 for the purchase of additional 
books for extension use in ease the 
townships co-operated. The result is 
that a branch library has been estab- 
lished at Castana, which, from the to- 
pography of that locality is the logical 
center for the distribution of books for 
the townships voting the tax, as well 
as the town. A collection of books sent 
from the Onawa library to supplement 
the Castana library is exchanged at in- 
tervals. Miss Ellen I. True, the new li- 
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brarian, is enthusiastic in her efforts 
to make the new venture successful. 


Paton.—The people of Paton have 
appreciated the gift made to that town 
many years agp of a collection of books 
(1,200 well selected volumes) as a me- 
morial to William Paton from his sons 
in New York; there had been, however, 
no satisfactory provision for mainte- 
nance and running expenses, and hence 
interest was not maintained. The Li- 
brary Commission urged that a tax be 
voted under the provisions of the state 
law and on March 20th the vote re- 
sulted in a good majority in favor of the 
library tax. The Library Association 
organized for the purpose of caring for 
the library until a tax could be secured, 
was most active and will continue its 
activities this year. Mrs. W. S. Grant 
is the librarian. 

Storm Lake.—The clubs of Storm 
Lake have always shown great interest 
in the Publie Library. This spring the 
Ingleside Club presented a fine copy of 
the Sistine Madonna, appropriately 
framed, and the Tuesday Club has given 
the pictures of Marie Stuart and Wil- 
liam II. to be hung in the children’s 
room. 

Waterloo.—Miss Winifred Gregory, 
formerly of the Waterloo Publie Li- 
brary, attended the Wisconsin Library 
School this year, and has recently been 
elected to a position in the Minneapolis 
Public Library in charge of one of the 
branches. 





Iowa Summer Library School 


The six weeks’ session of the Summer 
Library School (June 20-July 29), at 
the State University of Iowa City, 1910, 
is the tenth annual session, under the 
auspices of the Library Commission ; the 
Secretary of the Commission, Miss Tyler 
serving as Director and Miss Brown, 
Vice Director. 

The two major courses, classification 
and cataloging, are given by Mrs. Karen 
M. Jacobsen of the University of Chi- 








eago Library, and Miss Bertha T. Ran- 
dall of the Cataloging Department of 
the Carnegie Library, Pittsburg, respec- 
tively. The reference work is, as here- 
tofore presented by M. G. Wyer, librar- 
ian of the State University Library, and 
Miss Edna Lyman has charge of the 
special course in library work with chil- 
dren. 
Lectures are given throughout the 
course by visiting librarians and mem- 
bers of the Library Commission, and 
the students and instructors are com- 
fortably located as to living arrange- 
ments at Svendi Hall, the dormitory for 
young women opened the past year, un- 
der the direction of Miss Anna Burkley. 





Mending and Repair of Books 


The pamplet on mending and repair 
of books, by Margaret W. Brown, librar- 
ian of the Traveling Library (Iowa Li- 
brary Commission) has recently been 
published by the American Library As- 
sociation. 

It is a handbook of* practical sugges- 
tions on when to bind and when to 
mend; mending table and its supplies; 
paste, the mending medium; ways to 
mend; missing pages; ways to clean; 
temporary binders, ete. New York Li- 
braries says of this publication: ‘‘A 
long awaited and much needed pamphlet, 
treating in a practical way a problem 
which is present to every librarian. The 
whole library world of America owes a 
debt to Miss Brown for the aid she has 
here given in the humble but important 
task of making the book render its full 
physical service to the public.’’ It can 
be obtained of the A. L. A. headquarters, 
No. 1 Washington street, Chicago. 





A mending kit, with the necessary 
material for the work of keeping library 
books in repair, has long been needed 
and the Waldorf Bindery Co., St. Paul, 
Minn., has prepared a complete outfit. 
Write directly to them regarding it. 
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Book Exchange 











The Chilcote Public Library, Washingtos, 
Iowa. : 
Has the following bound magazines ty 
sell or exchange: ¢ 
Harper’s Magazine.—Vol. 31, 33 35, 
45, 48, 49, 65, good. 
Vol. 34, 36, 37, 38, 39, 41, 42, 43 44 
46, 47, 50, 51, 30, fair. ee 
Vol. 32, 40, poor. : 
Harper’s Bazar.—Vol. 9, 10, 19 13, 
14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 21, 23, 25, | 
These are uniformly bound in blag 
leather (3-4) and with few exceptions 
are in excellent condition. 
Atlantie—Vol. 9, 10, poor; Vol. 41, 
fair; Vol. 48, 49, good. 
The following are unbound volumes: 
North American Review.—Vol. 148 
150, 151, 152, 156, 157, 162 (2), 163, 16, 
Chautauquan.—Vol. 3, 4, 5, 7, 8 10, 
11, 12, 13. 


Public Library, Davenport, lowa 

The Davenport library has the folloy. 
ing duplicates of state documents whieh 
they will exchange or give to any library 
that needs them. 

Iowa State Agricultural Soe. Reports, 
1868, 1875, (2), 1895, 1899. 

Iowa State Horticultural Soc. Reports, 
1876, 1879, 1880 (2), 1881, 1883, 1886 
1893, 1897, 1899, 1901 (2). 

Railroad Commissioners, 1890-1891. 

Geology. Vol. 1, 2, 1870. Vol. 9, 10 

Adjutant General’s Report, 1863 2 ¥, 
(3). 1864 (3), 1864. 1865 (3), 1865, 
1866 (2), 1867, v. 1, 2. (3). 

(Number of copies are given in paren- 
thesis. ) 


Public Library, Rock Rapids, lowa 

The following volumes are for e& 
change and are in first class condition, 
well bound, green cloth sides, leather 
backs and corners: 

‘Century.—Vols. 27 to 60, inclusive, 
except vols. 38 and 40 missing. 

Chautauquan.—Vols. 18 and 19. 

Cosmopolitan.—Vols. 9 to 22, incl 
sive. 
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lowa Cities Under the 
Commission Plan 

Within the past few months three ad- 

ditional Iowa cities have adopted the 

jssion plan of city government, viz., 
Burlington, Keokuk and Sioux City. This 
fact alone would not call for mention in 
the Library Quarterly, were it not that 
such method of government is supposed 
to effect the management of public li- 
praries. Des Moines and Cedar Rapids 
have been governed under this plan for 
more than two years, and the public li- 
praries in these two cities have been 
under boards of three members, ap- 
pointed under the provisions of the com- 
mission plan law. It was soon seen that 
the commission law was not sufficiently 
elear regarding library matters and the 
uncertainty as to whether the provisions 
of the old library law still held, called 
for legal construction on the part of 
city attorneys. 

With the adoption of the commission 
plan by the city of Keokuk, came the 
necessity for a legal inquiry as to the 
required number of trustees, because of 
local conditions regarding gifts which 
had been accepted on behalf of the li- 
brary by the former board. The report 
of a committee of three lawyers was 
made to the council and reeommended 
the continuation of nine trustees as here- 
tofore; the committee did not reeognize 
any conflict between the regular library 
law under which the library had been 
operating, and the new commission plan 
law. This decision was accepted by the 
Keokuk council and the nine trustees 
continued. 

More recently similar action has been 
taken jin Cedar Rapids and the nine li- 
brary trustees have been restored upon 
the recommendation of the city attorney. 

It seems very important that steps 
should be taken by the library trustees 
in the five cities of the state that have 
adopted the plan, to secure such changes 
in that part of the law relating to li- 
braries as shall remove the uncertainty 
regarding the number of trustees and 
their duties, so that uniformity of action 
may be secured. 








An Interesting Department of 
Library Work 


A PAPER READ BY MRS. A. H. MANN, AT 
DISTRICT MEETINGS OF THE I, F. W. 
C. AND IOWA LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION. 


We are fortunate in Onawa in having 
had few of the problems to solve which 
so many libraries have had. Much has 
been done for us by Judge Oliver. We 
have a collection of 6,000 volumes, se- 
lected with great care. We have a beau- 
tiful $20,000 building, just ready to 
house them. We have one of the best 
librarians in the state, which to me is 
of far more importance to our commun- 
ity than the building. Too much atten- 
tion is given to buildings, too little to 
the selection of books and the employ- 
ment of competent librarians. 


As club women, our work is by no 
means ended when the books are placed 
upon the shelves of this beautifully 
equipped building. We may have the 
right books there, but unless they are 
placed in the hands of the right people 
they will not pay for the shelf room 
which they occupy. Mr. Carnegie says: 
‘*The most imperative duty of the state 
is the-universal education of the masses.’’ 
There is no insurance of nations so cheap 
as the enlightenment of the people, and 
no institution so intimately connected 
with the life of the people as the pub- 
lie library. 

The department of library work which 
I consider most important is the juve- 
nile department—forty per cent of our 
circulation is from this department. I 
am here today to urge our club women 
to make a special effort to interest the 
teachers of our public schools in the 
library, and urge them to encourage a 
closer and closer acquaintance with our 
best literature. The cultivation of a 
taste for good literature should be one 
of the chief aims of the school curricu- 
lum. The library is not to teach chil- 
dren how to read, it is to cultivate a 
taste for reading. If a literary taste is 
acquired by browsing among books while 








young, it is certainly necessary we be- 
gin before the child is too old to yield 
to guidance, 

One school principal, especially inter- 
ested along the lines of supplementary 
reading said, ‘‘We make no parade of 
supplementary reading in our school, it 
is the whole thing. Those who read most 
widely accomplish most in other lines 
of work.’’ 

Only a small per cent of our children 
are graduated from the high school. It 
is the duty of every teacher to graduate 
them at whatever age they leave into 
the ‘‘people’s university.”’ I wish 
through the club women of Iowa a law 
could be passed compelling teachers to 
co-operate with the library. The town 
and village libraries to be found every- 
where in New England are one explana- 
tion of that sturdy, strong New England 
character, which is the very backbone of 
our national life. 

We far outnumber New England in 
population but it is quality not quantity 
that determines power. We must be 
made to understand that beside the pub- 
lie school must stand the free public 
library, giving the stimulus and culture 
which means power. 

How many fond parents send. their 
boys to college, give them all the advan- 
tages money can buy, hoping and ex- 
pecting them to be great men. They are 
often disappointel. Is it the fault of the 
child? Not often. Those very parents 
are in many cases, people who know 
nothing of literature, they have paid 
little attention to what their children 
have been reading. A young man may 
be an Apollo in health and beauty, if 
he has not been a reader of good books 
his range of vision is short. 

In the days when Edward Everett, 
Wendell Phillips, Edward Everett Hale, 
James Russell Lowell and others of their 
class were in Harvard university, liter- 
ature was the fashion. Their evenings 
at the club were spent in reading and 
discussing the best books, instead of 
athleties, sociology and the college fads 
of today. There was, we all know, a 


_been robbed of a fundamental right 
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vast difference between the mind of 4 
college boy of those days and the maa 
of the college boy of today. The am 
panionship of great minds en] 
horizon. Ruskin says, ‘‘ There are pep 
spending their time gossiping with 4 
maids and stable boys, when they 
be walking with kings and queens, jn 
because they have not read good books! 
Once the poor boy hungered for know 
edge but found the door of the 
and school closed; now none go Poor 
that his feet may not freely Cross the 
threshold that leads to lecture hall ang 
library. a4 
To teach children how to read 

once one of the chief objects of fh 
school, but now teachers are e 

to lead the children in the fields of choigg 
reading matter and cultivate in they 
such a taste and appreciation for th 
best books that all their lives will} 
enriched by what they read; this ig oy 
of the grand but simple ideals of the 
school room and lends dignity to 

teacher’s work. These substantial m 
terials of culture belong to every ¢hilf 
without exception. The boy or girl g 
the age of fourteen that has not reaj 
Hiawatha, Robinson Crusoe, Pilgrims 
Progress, Lays of Ancient Rome ani 
others of this class, the boy or girl ] 
say. that has reached the age of fourtes 
without having had the privilege of 
reading and enjoying these books, has 






















































which can never be made good by any 
subsequent privileges. 

John Morley said: ‘‘ Literature is t 
bring sunshine into our hearts and drive 
the moonshine out of our heads.” 

One of- the most important depart 
ments of library work is the story hour; 
too much stress can not be laid upm 
this. Plato urged that the mothers tel 
better stories to their children. The 
brarian is expected to heed this ancient 
warning. It has been said our libraries 
should be a little more cultural and mt 
quite so educational. The story houris 
an incentive to read good books. Notall 
of our librarians can tell stories. If! 
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way there would be an examina- 
- tion of every teacher and every librarian 
as to their ability to tell a good story, 
I would consider giving them a 

#ion. The story hour has won many 
a little street waif and interest has been 
awakened in Ulysses, King Arthur and 

Soon without effort, without 
urging, without study, the very brawn 
and sinew of our literature becomes a 

of them. 

The children go home and tell the 
stories to their parents, often translating 
them into a foreign tongue, and bring- 
ing many glints of sunshine into their 
sordid lives. 

Stevenson ’s ‘‘Black Arrow ;’’ Norman 
Dunean’s‘‘ Adventures of Billy Topsail,’’ 
will take any boy off the street. A book 
may thrill and still be literature. 

The mother who does not send her 
children to the library for the story 
hour is making a great mistake. If there 
‘jg no story hour there should be one 
and I urge our club women to make 
every effort possible to have a good story 
teller at the library every Saturday 
morning and see that the children get 
there. 

Story telling is an essential factor 
in rudimentary education. The effect 
upon conduct is most salutary. 
Lamb’s theory was, to turn a child loose 
in the rich fields of literature and let 
him browse as he pleased. This may 
have been perfectly safe in the days of 
Charles Lamb, not so in the wilderness 
of books today. Select books for: chil- 
dren that will raise their literary stand- 
ard and give them a truer view of life. 
In the words of another, ‘‘we should 
drink from youth the elixir of pure 
wholesome literature as it may be of 
inestimable value in making our exist- 
ence happier.’’ 

Children care less for fiction than 
adults. Mr. Larned says: ‘‘Inclination 


is a guide which should be followed 
with extremest caution and never down 
the smooth road of indolent amusement.’’ 
Mr. Larned also says ‘‘the person who 
reads only fiction, shows mental imma- 





turity, and the effect of a novel-steeped 
mind is that of a lounging, lolling, 
slouching body with all energy drained 
out of it.’’ ‘‘But when fiction creates 
higher aspirations it may be worth more 
than encyclopedias or text-books.’’ 


There is no excuse in Iowa for people 
to go without good reading. Compara- 
tively few realize what the club women 
have done for library work in Iowa. 
It is through their efforts mainly that 
the invaluable Library commission was 
organized. Many new libraries have 
been built and stocked with good whole- 
some literature. Where there has been 
no means of support for a local collec- 
tion, the Traveling library has been sent. 
Mr. Crunden of the St. Louis library, 
says, ‘‘The public school education, ex- 
cept for the very few who complete the 
high school course, is, without the library 
a mere bread and butter course, and dry 
bread at that, for most children. With- 
out the library it means breadwinners, 
not men. The library starts them on a 
life long course of self instruction which 
will make them men and women, worthy 
citizens of this great republic.’’ 


The librarian and the teacher cannot 
mold the character of the child. They 
train the mind and thus do much toward 
character building, but the home is the 
seeding place. Every day the mother is 
writing upon the yielding tablets of the 
hearts of her children, the preface to a 
volume of our nation’s history. Some 
one asks, when were fashioned such colos- 
sal characters as those of Lincoln, Gar- 
field, McKinley and others of this class? 
Did they spring up by accident to meet 
the emergencies of power and fame? 
They were sculptured in the sacred quar- 
ry of the cradle by the chisel only a 
mother’s hand can wield. 

We bow before the genius that can 
take from the hand of nature a block 
of marble and hew away the chips that 
hide a waiting angel. But the mother 
takes from the hand of God the un- 
trained elements of a human character 
and molds them into that greatest of 
creations—an aspiring human soul 





Library Work with Children 
BY HENRY E. LEGLER, LIBRARIAN, CHICAGO 
PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

Extracts fron a paper in the Educational 
Bi-monthly, April, 1910, entiled ‘‘The Chicago 
Public Library and co-operation with the 
schools.’’ 


It is amid conditions that call for 
heroic effort that the public library of 
today must do its work with children. 
There are not wanting critics who decry 
some present-day tendencies. They say 
that when librarians seek the children 
in their homes to form groups of readers, 
they encroach upon the domain of the 
settlement worker. They complain that 
the story hour, now so widely developed, 
is an invasion of the kindergarten ; they 
view with alarm the use of the stereo- 
scope and stereopticon as being outside 
the legitimate domain of the institution. 
Perhaps they are right, and perhaps they 
are wrong; maybe they are both right 
and wrong. If the purposes sought by 


these means were adequately ministered 
to from other sources, it may well be 
questioned whether the library would be 
justified in adopting these methods. In 


the admitted lack of agencies to meet 
these conditions, the children’s librarian 
may find satisfaction in the results ob- 
tained, even if some folks’ notions of 
legitimate library work are sadly jolted, 
as‘ in the time to come they will cer- 
tainly have to be modified. At best, the 
library and all allied agencies are strug- 
gling against tremendous odds in coun- 
teracting subtle influences for evil and 
open influences that breed coarseness and 
vulgarity. To operate a moving-picture 
show within the sacred precincts of a 
library may be counter to the accepted 
view of the fitness of things, but those 
who have visited the children’s depart- 
ment of the Cincinnati Publie Library 
will reeall with a glow of pleasure the 
sight of the interested group of ‘children 
awaiting each his turn at the machine 
to go on a tarry-at-home journey to 
Switzerland and France and other coun- 
tries over-sea. Would the ecrities prefer 
to have the children glue their faces to 


the glass in the vulgar and gs a 
shows of the penny arcade? The om 
ing for novelty and amusement wil] 

be denied. The instinct for dramatie 
action is inherent. It is said that there 
are 5,000 penny areades and nie 

ons in New York City alone, With ay 
average daily attendance of 300,000 | 
dren, and scarce a hamlet in all this wide 
country that does not foster one op two 
of them, a large proportion of them 
plied with pictures of doubtful py 
priety. 

The average penny .areade is ¢ 
linked with the Sunday comie gy 
ment and the yellow-backed pamphlet 
in the vulgarization and decadence tha 
threatens to overwhelm the youth of the 
country. Parents who would be hor. 
fied to note in the hands of their ¢hip 
dren any specimen of dime novel litry. 
ture, complacently turn over to them oy 
Sunday morning the sheet splashed with 
daubs of red and yellow and green tha 
serve to render attractive the accom 
panying pictures and their slangy e& 
planations. The Sunday comic supple 
ment has done more to debase and tp 
brutalize what is fine in boys and girl 
to debauch their sense of fairness, tp 
blunt their ideas as to what is manly and 
fair, to deaden their respect for age and 
authority, to prevent such aesthetic senge 
as they may have had, than ean be cou. 
teracted by all the attempts being made 
by school, church, museum and library 
to stimulate a taste for better things 
There is no escape from these colored 
atrocities. Millions enter the households 
weekly, they are scattered broadcast in 
parks and on the streets, they are left 
upon the seats of railway trains and 
street cars—they are everywhere. Pa 
rental effort is powerless. In a few 
households they are ruthlessly barred, 
but the neighbors’ children are willing 
to share without demur. In an addres 
before the American Playgrounds Con 
gress, recently held in New York City, 
Miss Maud Summers uttered a warning 
against this pernicious fostering of de 
ceit, cunning, and disrespect for age 
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“The child of sensible parents will not 
see or know about them,’’ Mr. Lindsay 
wrote in a contribution to The 
Printing Art two years ago, **but the 
child of the street, the child of the in- 
different household, will warm to them 
like a eat to the back of the stove. There 
are certain negative results that parents 
have a right to expect from every edu- 
eative foree which is brought to bear on 
their children ; that these ehildren shall 
not be deliberately taught disrespect for 
gid age or for physical infirmities and 
deformities; that they shall not learn to 
cherish contempt for other races or re- 


* jigions than their own; that they shall 


not take satisfaction in the tormenting 
of animals or weaklings—in short, that 
they shall not acquire an habitually cyn- 
jeal and unsportsmanlike attitude of 
mind. A morbid gloating over the defi- 
eiencies and humiliations of our neigh- 
bors is pretty sure to develop vulgarity 
and a lax moral fibre in ourselves; for 
vulgarity of mind and manners seems 
to me to be primarily a lack of restraint 
in thought, feeling, and expression re- 
garding those tendencies which every 
avilized man and race is striving to 
modify or to conquer.”’ 

Doubtless, when first this medium for 
purveying humor was devised, the ten- 
dencies now so apparent were minimized. 
there were, in some of the earlier at- 
tempts, real humor and some skill of 
pencil, but the pictures have degenerated 
until they ery aloud for suppression. 


There need be no apology for the story 
hour. A good story well told makes for 
pleasure, makes for morals, makes - for 
intellectual growth. Most librarians de- 
fend it on the ground that the telling of 
the story leads to the reading of books 
on related topics. To my mind, no such 
defense or even explanation is needed. 
The story, if well chosen and fittingly 
told, justifies the teller and the tale. It 
is a moot question in educational circles 
whether the ear is a better medium for 
receiving impressions than is the eye. 
Some school-masters aver that there are 
ear-minded children and there are eye- 


minded children. A good story, well 
told, is worthy of being counted in the 
circulation statistics as many times as 
there are children to hear it, and far 
worthier to so figure than many a book 
that is taken out on a card and leaves 
as faint and as durable an impression 
on the reader’s mind as footsteps on the 
shifting sand. And the more the story- 
teller can lead back the mind of child- 
hood to the heart of childhood, the tales 
of wonder and of myth that grew to ful- 
ness when the race was young, the 
greater the service and the more fruitful 
in giving the listener something that will 
endure. 

Neither is there need for apology in 
the exploitation of home library groups. 
At best, these can but partially counter- 
act the flood of cheap and decadent liter- 
ature of the most depraved character 
that circulates secretly among boys and 
girls. In Buffalo, recently, the public 
library has found among the people of 
foreign birth ‘a mass of material in cir- 
culation whose bad quality has surprised 
even the librarians. The home groups 
that are being formed in some of the 
larger cities find an opening wedge 
among people of foreign birth whose 
reading has been practically confined to 
stuff of this sort. The reports from 
Germany would hardly seem credible 
were they not vouched for by the Durer 
Union, whose campaign against the grow- 
ing tendency to read trashy literature 
has unearthed these facts. - In a state- 
ment issued by its secretary, the astound- 
ing declaration is made that 8,000 es- 
tablished booksellers and 30,000 peddlers 
were engaged in selling sensational se- 
rials and books containing complete tales 
of a very low order. 

No fewer than 750,000 of these 
wretched stories have been sold in the 
course of a single year. They are 
hawked from house to house, from fae- 
tory to factory, out side schools, and 
among the peasants on every farm 
throughout the empire. The peddlers 


nearly always enter by the back door or 


the kitchen stairs. Servant girls and 












ignorant peasantry are the most fruitful 
customers, but it is asserted by munici- 
pal officials that even people who are in 
receipt of poor relief often deprive them- 
selves of necessities in order to save two 
cents for a vile rehash of the sensation- 
ally embellished details of a notorious 
crime. 

The extent of the literature of the 
streets obtainable in this country is little 
appreciated. An investigation, instituted 
several years ago by the Library Com- 
mission of one of the Middle-West states, 
demonstrated the existence of tons of it 
on the upper and back-row shelves of 
news stands in all the larger cities, and 
in many of the villages and hamlets as 
well. 

The desire to show a large circulation 
has made many librarians yield to the ty- 
ranny of statistics, and some errors of li- 
brary administration are attributable to 
this cause. While it is undoubtedly true 
that the chief function of the library is 
to distribute as many wholesome books as 
possible, among the people, the totals of 
circulation are of vastly inferior impor- 
tance to some facts that are not susecept- 
ible of being arranged in statistical uni- 
form. And this is more particularly 
true of children’s reading. It is less a 
question of how many books are read 
than what books are read and by whom 
they are read. It may well be urged 
that there is greater importance in the 
quality of the circulation than in the 


‘size of it—not how many, but how good, 


should be the earnest inquiry. It may 
well be doubted whether some children 
do not read more books than they can 
well assimilate. They are mentally prof- 
ited about as much as their physical 
condition is nourished when they quaff 
quantities of soda water. They become 
troubled with mental dyspepsia. 
Another criticism that is pertinent ap- 
plies to book selection. There are too 
many books written especially for chil- 
dren. There are more titles in the aver- 
age collection of children’s books than 
the librarian ought to purchase There 
are too many books that are negative in 
quality,—pleasantly enough flavored, 
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not harmful in tone, authentic gs 
facts, but colorless. There are 
too few of the world’s enduring bo 
classies—and too many editions adi 
especially for children. Some of - 
children’s catalogues are of apr 
size. Here there is abundant r 
excision. Five hundred titles, judj 
ly chosen and plentifully duplic 
would meet the need of most libra 
and would immeasurably raise the 
dard of reading. Much might be 
tained by an analysis of the indi 
eards of juvenile patrons—a sort of 
oratory experiment. P 

There is need for greater co-ope 
between teachers and librarians, Th 
are tendencies in teaching that 
strangling rather’ than imparting | 
love of fine literature. It is no lo 
sufficient to give to the reader the 
of lyric, the stir of epiec—poetry 
serve as an exercise in grammar. | 
is not sufficient that from virilé 7 
the reader may obtain the glow of 
writer’s faney or thought—it ee 4 
duty as a bit of sentence construetig 
or a companion piece to a lesson in gay 
graphy or, perhaps, of history. We am 
told that poetry is dead. Who k 
it? and how long would it take to do the” 
like for prose ? MEY 

Whatever of criticism as to pie i 
method may be rightfully made agains 



























































publie library work with children, er’ “It 
earnestness that underlies it all in Da 
the end, serve to eliminate the reale from 

for such criticism. Its meaning will Mie -éaster 
fold as time goes on—the first chil¢ ‘they « 


room opened in a public library ¢ 
back not much more than a dozen y 
In the almonry of Westminster, 
and one-half centuries ago, William € 
ton chose carefully for his printing pr 


with deep reverence in his heart for b 
white souls upon which his ehs of 
would be printed as surely as upon es 


white paper before him. And with fl 
same thought and eare will be sif 
in the work that is being carried on Mf 
the printed page that helps to mould 
build the character of the newer get 
tions. 












